
DireĐtor’s CorŶer 

As ǁe Đeleďrate the 30th aŶŶiǀersary of MiraĐles iŶ MoioŶ, ǁe releĐt oŶ the thousaŶds of 
ǀoluŶteers, staf, iŶstruĐtors, ďoard ŵeŵďers, aŶd therapists ǁho haǀe ďrought us to this 
poiŶt. The ŵissioŶ, ǀisioŶ aŶd ǁork has Đarried us through good iŵes aŶd sustaiŶed us dur-
iŶg rough patĐhes.  

We oǁe our uŶdyiŶg graitude to the ĐolleĐiǀe, 30-year herd of horses, ǁith their paieŶĐe 
aŶd healiŶg poǁers, ǁho uplited thousaŶds of ĐhildreŶ aŶd adults ďy ŵakiŶg their liǀes riĐh-
er aŶd ŵore ŵaŶageaďle; teaĐhiŶg theŵ thiŶgs that they aŶd their pareŶts Ŷeǀer dreaŵed 
possiďle. 

The horses ǁho serǀed aŶd passed oŶ liǀe iŶ the hearts of those ǁho rode theŵ aŶd those 
ǁho ǁorked ǁith theŵ. The horses iŶ the preseŶt herd ĐoŶiŶue the ǁork ďy trusiŶg aŶd 
giǀiŶg of theŵselǀes, just as those ǁho Đaŵe ďefore theŵ. 

ReĐeŶtly, the MiraĐles faŵily lost a ďeloǀed ǀoluŶteer, frieŶd, aŶd ďoard ŵeŵďer, Aŵy 
MĐClure. She gaǀe us her ǁisdoŵ, streŶgth, aŶd Đreaiǀity. She ŵade the Đostuŵes for the 
ŵiŶis aŶd the ďig guys. She loǀed HalloǁeeŶ aŶd ĐoŶǀerted the ďarŶ iŶto a spooky ďut fuŶ 
plaĐe. She, aloŶg ǁith her frieŶd aŶd Đolleague Mary ChadǁiĐk, ŵade holidays speĐial, ǁel-
Đoŵed SpriŶg at MiraĐles, paiŶted faĐes, aŶd laid out a reĐepioŶ for the ǀeteraŶs. She 
helped proǀide oǀersight for the orgaŶizaioŶ. IŶ short, she ǁill alǁays ďe a part of the faďriĐ, 
life, aŶd story of MiraĐles. 

Thirty years of the ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt of ǀoluŶteers, staf, horses, aŶd doŶors shariŶg liǀes iŶ a 
ĐoŵŵuŶity of hope, eŶduraŶĐe, aŶd triuŵph is soŵethiŶg to ďe proud of. Well doŶe eǀery-
oŶe. 

Karla Miller 

MiraĐles ϯ0th ĐeleďraioŶ will feature ŵore thaŶ 
Ϯ0 sileŶt auĐioŶ iteŵs! 

Our thaŶks to Laura YouŶg, for doŶaiŶg oŶe of her ďeauiful 
Ioǁa laŶdsĐape paiŶiŶgs for our sileŶt auĐioŶ! This fraŵed 
origiŶal is doŶe iŶ aĐryliĐs oŶ rag paper.  

Laura is a paiŶter, ĐurreŶtly liǀiŶg iŶ Ioǁa City, ǁhere she is a 
leĐturer iŶ the SĐhool of Art & Art History at the UŶiǀersity 
of Ioǁa. Her ǁork is represeŶted iŶ priǀate aŶd Đorporate 
ĐolleĐioŶs aĐross the ĐouŶtry. LearŶ ŵore aďout her ǁork 
at htp://laurayouŶgart.Đoŵ.   

http://laurayoungart.com


ThaŶks to Leash oŶ Life for spoŶsoriŶg 
our Ŷeǁsleter. You ĐaŶ ǀisit theŵ oŶ 
their ǁeďsite at ǁǁǁ.leashoŶlife.Ŷet   

TJ West earns the 
MVECS Buckle! 

 

TJ West, a July graduate of our 
MVECS program, became the 
third student to successfully 
meet all the requirements for the 
MVECS belt buckle. To earn the 
buckle, veterans must complete 
a 10-week course, have put in 
25 hours of volunteer service at 
the farm, and pass a final test 
with a score of 95 percent or 
better. The test comprises a 
written examination covering the 
entire course, as well as a practi-
cal demonstration of the hands-

on horse skills the student has 
acquired, including catching and 
haltering their animal, grooming, 
tacking, leading, exercise, and 
riding. 

 

TJ is veteran of 14 years in the U.S. Army, with one deployment to Iraq and two to Afghanistan. He has 
two wonderful kids, Haiden, 10, and Connor 8, who also took part in the program and did a great job 
with the minis. TJ has also been very helpful with the new class currently underway. Hats off to SSG 
West! Good job Cowboy! 
 

Ken Manley, Barn Manager & MVECS Sponsor 

Thanks to ZϭϬϮ.9 for leing Miracles tag along! 

Radio staioŶ ZϭϬϮ.ϵ is graĐiously helpiŶg MiraĐles reĐruit 
ǀoluŶteers duriŶg their Friday Tailgate Tour ϮϬϭϴ. Through-
out the footďall seasoŶ, KGYM ǀisits ϭϰ difereŶt high 
sĐhools, hosiŶg a oŶe-hour, liǀe ͞gaŵe day͟ shoǁ, featur-
iŶg players, ĐoaĐhes aŶd ŵore.  ZϭϬϮϵ is there throǁiŶg a 
ďig party aŶd has iŶǀited MiraĐles iŶ MoioŶ to tag aloŶg! 

This is a great opportuŶity to reaĐh studeŶts aĐross the Cor-
ridor aŶd reĐruit ǀoluŶteers to help ǁith our prograŵs. 
ThaŶks to Jerry MohǁiŶkle for ŵakiŶg the ĐoŶŶeĐioŶ aŶd 
Maddie DeVore for helpiŶg ǁith reĐruitŵeŶt!  

MiraĐles iŶ MoioŶ 

ϮϬϰϵ ϭϮϬth Street NW 

Sǁisher, IA  ϱϮϯϯϴ-ϵϱϭϮ 

http://www.leashonlife.net

