
MiraĐles iŶ MoioŶ Đeleďrates ϯ0 years of serǀiĐe to EasterŶ Ioǁa ĐoŵŵuŶity! 

 

The ŵiŶis greeted ateŶdees at our ϯ0th Gala held Septeŵďer ϭϯth at the South Slope CoŵŵuŶity CeŶter. It ǁas a iŵe 
for past aŶd preseŶt pariĐipaŶts ;iŶĐludiŶg the irst MiraĐles studeŶt, AŶdyͿ, doŶors, spoŶsors, ǀoluŶteers, faŵilies, 
ǀeteraŶs, ďoard ŵeŵďers, iŶstruĐtors aŶd ĐoŵŵuŶity ŵeŵďers to Đeleďrate ϯ0 years of proǀidiŶg therapeuiĐ ridiŶg 
iŶstruĐioŶ to ĐhildreŶ aŶd adults ǁith speĐial Ŷeeds. WelĐoŵiŶg reŵarks ǁere ŵade ďy ĐurreŶt ďoard presideŶt, Lois 
Jaŵes, aĐiŶg eǆeĐuiǀe direĐtor, Karla Miller, aŶd South Slope CEO, ChuĐk DeisďeĐk. LoŶg iŵe ǀoluŶteer, JaĐkie Wal-
laĐe, shared the history of the orgaŶizaioŶ – see her reŵarks elseǁhere iŶ this Ŷeǁsleter. A pareŶt of a loŶg-iŵe stu-
deŶt, WeŶdy Troŵ, spoke aďout the posiiǀe iŵpaĐt MiraĐles has had oŶ her soŶ aŶd her eŶire faŵily, proǀidiŶg per-
speĐiǀe oŶ the ǁork ǁe do.  

There ǁere oǀer Ϯ0 sileŶt auĐioŶ iteŵs iŶĐludiŶg ŵaŶy haŶd-Đrated iteŵs - a ďaďy Ƌuilt, horse-theŵed tote aŶd roĐk-
iŶg horse; origiŶal artǁork aŶd potery; iĐkets to a Cuďs gaŵe as ǁell as iĐkets to the Cedar Rapids KerŶels aŶd Cedar 
Rapids Roughriders, ǁiŶe aŶd a ǁiŶe raĐk aŶd seǀeral theŵed ďaskets.  

Fireside WiŶery did a ǁiŶe tasiŶg, MuŶsoŶ EleĐtriĐ doŶated Kathy’s Pies aŶd SoŵethiŶg to Share froŵ CoŶrad doŶated 
the taďle deĐoraioŶs. IŶ addiioŶ to our preŵier spoŶsor, South Slope, other spoŶsors iŶĐluded the UŶiǀersity of Ioǁa 
CoŵŵuŶity Credit UŶioŶ, CirĐle K Horse & RV Caŵp aŶd CeŶtro.  A ĐaleŶdar featuriŶg photos of our therapy horses ǁas 
spoŶsored ďy NuCara PharŵaĐy.  Jaŵes IŶǀestŵeŶt Group ŵatĐhed doŶaioŶs giǀeŶ that eǀeŶiŶg.  

Our thaŶks to eǀeryoŶe’s hard ǁork aŶd pariĐipaioŶ to ŵake the eǀeŶiŶg a suĐĐess!   





Hello, Supporters of MiraĐles! 
Just ďeĐause ǁe are ĐoŶduĐiŶg Fall II Đlasses, our iŶal sessioŶ for the seasoŶ, doesŶ’t ŵeaŶ that the ǁork stops oŶ the farŵ. The 
horses Ŷeed to ďe traiŶed aŶd eǆerĐised, ǀet aŶd farrier ǀisits ĐoŶiŶue, aŶd repairs are ŵade all arouŶd the farŵ. Also, ǁithout 
grass, our tǁiĐe-daily Đhores ǁill iŶĐlude hauliŶg hay to our herd as their ďeloǀed grass goes iŶto hiďerŶaioŶ.  

Our Đlasses this year ǁeŶt ǁell. We saǁ the studeŶts gaiŶ iŶ streŶgth, skill, aŶd ĐoŶideŶĐe. They deǀeloped a good rapport ǁith 
their iŶstruĐtors, therapists, aŶd horse teaŵs. More thaŶ oŶĐe, kids ďroke iŶto giggles, aŶd soŵeiŵes gales of ĐoŶtagious laughter. 
The MiraĐulous Herd deliǀered iŶ a ďig ǁay. SuĐh geŶtle giaŶts! Oh, aŶd ǁe iŶtroduĐed LuĐky aŶd Li'l Guy iŶto the ǁorkiŶg herd for 
Đlasses. If you thiŶk you'ǀe seeŶ the Đutest thiŶg 
iŶ the ǁorld, I ŵust tell you, ǁatĐhiŶg litle kids 
ride sŵall, ŵiŶiature horses takes the Đake! 

Soŵe of the highlights of Septeŵďer iŶĐluded 
MiraĐles’ ϯ0th AŶŶiǀersary gala ǁith Mr. Sea 
aŶd Li'l Guy iŶ ateŶdaŶĐe; the ŵiŶi aŵďassa-
dors ǁere the stars of a UŶited Methodist 
ChurĐh Street Party iŶ Coralǀille; aŶd iŶally, our 
litle aŵďassadors featured proŵiŶeŶtly at a 
ďeŶeit held at South Slope for oŶe of our stu-
deŶts, GraysoŶ, aŶd his faŵily, ǁho haǀe ďeeŶ 
ĐhalleŶged ďy a rare aŶd adǀaŶĐed ďraiŶ ĐaŶĐer. 
UŶil reĐeŶtly, GraysoŶ rode the ďig horses. He 
loǀes eǀerythiŶg horses aŶd loǀed seeiŶg the 
ŵiŶis at his ďig eǀeŶt. The eŶire day ǁas ǁell 
orgaŶized, a lot of fuŶ, aŶd aŶ eŶorŵous suĐ-
Đess. 

WiŶter is ĐoŵiŶg. It ǁas Đold aŶd raiŶy this ǁeek at MiraĐles ďut ǁe soldiered oŶ through the ǁeather ǁheŶ it ǁas safe to do so. 
Of Đourse, the dreaŵ reŵaiŶs of soŵe aŶgel ;or aŶgelsͿ ǁiŶteriziŶg the areŶa so ǁe ĐaŶ operate Ŷearly year-rouŶd. Eǀer opiŵisiĐ, 
soŵeiŵes dreaŵs do turŶ iŶto ŵiraĐles, soŵeiŵes ŵore freƋueŶtly thaŶ you ŵight thiŶk! We Ŷeed iŶsulaioŶ iŶ the areŶa, 
ǁeather-prooiŶg for the ǁiŶdoǁs aŶd doors, aŶd a heater or tǁo huŶg high iŶ the ĐorŶers to keep it ǁarŵ . . . Hŵŵŵ? Perhaps 
you are oŶe of those aŶgels? Let us kŶoǁ if this is a projeĐt you Đould ǁrap your arŵs arouŶd. 

FiŶally, this year ǁill ďe a speĐtaĐular "Boo iŶ the BarŶ" eǀeŶt oŶ OĐtoďer Ϯ7th. Kids or Ŷot, Đoŵe oŶ out aŶd see this uŶďelieǀaďle 
eǀeŶt. You ǁill NEVER guess ǁhat Đostuŵes the ŵiŶis haǀe ĐhoseŶ. See you theŶ! 

Karla Miller, AĐiŶg DireĐtor/Board Meŵďer 

Proud Leader of the MiŶi Aŵďassador Prograŵ 

It’s that iŵe of year agaiŶ – Oktoďerfest!  

AŶd oŶĐe agaiŶ, MiraĐles iŶ MoioŶ has proǀided ǀoluŶteers to help ŵake Oktoďerfest a suĐĐess.  Our thaŶks to BeĐky TraŶter, for 
ŵakiŶg sure all the posiioŶs are illed aŶd eǀeryoŶe kŶoǁs ǁhat to do ;otherǁise kŶoǁŶ as ͞herdiŶg Đats͟), as ǁell as ColleeŶ 
Breŵs ǁho ĐoordiŶated for MiraĐles.  



University of Iowa Retirees Association (UIRA) visits Miracles in Motion 

 

UIRA attendees had sunny skies, a breeze and high temperatures, for a tour of the farm on Septem-
ber 20th. With the high heat, some of the horses were delighted to come into the arena and greet the 
visitors. Karla Miller, acting executive director, and Lois James, board president, talked about what 
happens at Miracles, including the truly miraculous things that develop for Miracles students, like bet-
ter motor skills, better muscle tone, and the calming effect that the horses can have. Attendees saw 
the indoor arena, barn, and tack room. They also experienced the sensory trail, though without the 
sound of hooves on the wooden bridge that riders at Miracles hear. They did play the xylophone and 
ring bells, as the Miracles riders do, though did not walk up and down the small moguls that give rid-
ers the challenge of leaning forward or backward as the horse goes up or down. We’re glad they 
were able to visit and hope to welcome some back as volunteers!  

ThaŶks to Leash oŶ Life for spoŶsoriŶg our 
Ŷeǁsleter. You ĐaŶ ǀisit theŵ oŶ their ǁeďsite 
at ǁǁǁ.leashoŶlife.Ŷet   

http://www.leashonlife.net


MediaĐoŵ Neǁsleaders iŶterǀieǁs 
Lois Jaŵes aďout Boo at the BarŶ 

If you ǁould like to see the ǀideo, here is the liŶk:  
https://youtu.be/S99TVdY7nfs 

https://youtu.be/S99TVdY7nfs


Jackie Wallace recounts the history of Miracles in Motion at our 30th celebration 

 

Miracles in Motion was born from the experiences of a mother, Stephanie Gilbertson, giving pony rides to her autistic daughter, Andy, and noticing 
that her focus improved when she was on a horse.  Stephanie boarded her two equines, Fenwick and Bucky, at Verne Upmier Stables and Verne 
guaranteed that Andy would always have a horse to ride. 

Sandy Greer, a certified therapeutic riding instructor, helped start the program, beginning with six riders in the fall of 1988 riding at the Cedar Rapids 
Horseman’s Club.  Members of the Horseman’s Club became some of the first board members and active volunteers. 

The program held classes for the next several years at borrowed facilities including Upmier Stables, Dr. Darrell Winterowd’s barn and arena in Ely, a 
stable outside Solon, and Mosica Arabian Stables in North Liberty.  Miracles horses were Buck and Leo (purchased by Civitan) plus many other 
horses loaned to us.  Classes were held up to twice a week during the summer months.  Horses and equipment needed to be transported for each 
class session. 

A benefactor purchased the current Swisher property and after extensive fundraising and the generosity of the community, Miracles purchased the 
ten-acre farm.  Miracles in Motion took off at a gallop to expand the number of students who could benefit from riding and contact with our horses. 

In 1992 we served 35 students, in 1994 with the new property we had approximately 100 students, seven horses, five instructors, and more than 150 
volunteers.  Eventually we peaked at 200 students and an additional 200 group visitors who experienced horses from the ground.  Running the pro-
gram took 8,000 to 10,000 volunteer hours per year.  Americorps volunteers helped round out those hours for several years, performing property 
maintenance, building fences, and volunteering in classes.  One year eleven Americorps volunteers built 7060 feet of fence to create four new pas-
tures and a riding trail.  The program was run entirely by volunteers until about 2002. 

Miracles in Motion was honored by the North American Riding for the Handicapped Association, our accreditation organization, for Regional Horse of 
the Year, Fenwick, and Regional Volunteers of the Year, Gerry Friaf (volunteer, board member, donor, etc.) and Kate Hladky (volunteer, instructor, 
board member, donor, etc.)  We hosted the Regional NARHA Conference two consecutive years (1997).  We held Ride-a-thons, golf outings, and 5K 
walk/run events, and did presentations about the program to many, many community organizations. 

Sue Bock was hired as the first program director.  Our activities grew over the years she served.  We held classes four nights a week, Saturday 
morning, and day programs that included Leg Up for at-risk youth, driving, and group visits for special education classes and group homes.  During 
this time we prided ourselves on the motto “Everyone Rides.”  Grants and donations helped sponsor both student and horse expenses so families 
could pay what they were able.  

We purchased 66 more acres.  With help from grants and service organizations and donors, the Port-o-Potty was replaced by an accessible bath-
room; Variety Club contributed toward paving the upper parking lot, adding five more stalls to the barn and doubling the size of the tack room, ex-
panding the indoor arena, and adding new and additional fencing.  An addition was added to the back of the house for the bathroom and an office.  
Compost bins were built.  The sensory trail, pavilion, and a larger outdoor arena replaced one of our pastures.  A hay and storage barn, loafing 
sheds and extended roofs for shelter were built.  Some of the many organizations that have contributed include the Cedar Rapids Corvette Club, 
Civitan (purchased our first MIM-owned horse), Pilot Club (Chief Pilot), Ride to the River motorcycle club, and the McIntyre Foundation. 

More recently we have had Business Leadership classes and a program for veterans run by Ken Manley. 

But our Number 1 accomplishments are always what the students gain:  strength, greater mobility, talking, focus, core strength, self-confidence, 
independent riding, and “holding up her head to the count of 30”. 

We have had many crises as well:  shortage of volunteers, shortage of instructors, shortage of horses, and, of course, shortage of money. There was 
a time when I was meeting the farrier at the farm and made sure I took my checkbook in case we didn’t have the money to pay him. These crises, 
however, became hard-earned successes because of the dedication of volunteers and board members, a small army of people who strongly believe 
in the mission of Miracles: to improve the lives of persons with life challenges through contact and activities with horses and volunteers. 

This poem exemplifies to me what Miracles means to those we serve.  Jackie Wallace 

 

Poem 

I saw a child who couldn’t walk 

Sit on a horse, laugh and talk; 

Then ride it through a field of daisies 

And yet he could not walk unaided. 

 

I saw a child no legs below 

Sit on a horse and make it go 

Through wood and green 

and places he’d never been 

To sit and stare except from a chair. 

 

I saw a child who could only crawl 

Mount a horse and sit up tall; 

Then put it through degrees of paces 

And laugh at the wonder in their faces. 

 

I saw a child born into strife 

Take up and hold the reins of life; 

And that same child was heard to say, 

“Thank God for showing me the way!” 


