
 

Spring Fling is a Fun Day for All! 
OŶ SuŶday, April Ϯ9, ǁe held our irst SpriŶg FliŶg ShoǁĐase, ǁhiĐh ǁas a 
rousiŶg suĐĐess ďy aŶy ŵeasure! We ǁaŶted to iŶtroduĐe the prograŵs aŶd 
serǀiĐes ǁe haǀe aǀailaďle for ĐhildreŶ aŶd adults ǁith a ǁide raŶge of physi-
Đal aŶd eŵoioŶal ĐhalleŶges. The eǀeŶt dreǁ ϭϲϬ ǀisitors ǁho took part iŶ a 
ĐarŶiǀal-theŵed day at our farŵ iŶ Sǁisher. TǁeŶty-four youŶgsters pariĐi-
pated iŶ a ϭϱ-ŵiŶute Try-A-Ride, for those ĐoŶsideriŶg takiŶg adapiǀe thera-
peuiĐ ridiŶg Đlasses. Oǀer the Đourse of the day, ϱϬ people ateŶded 
HorseϭϬϭ DeŵoŶstraioŶs, ǁhiĐh iŶtroduĐed the ďasiĐs of a horse’s ďody 
parts aŶd hoǁ to approaĐh aŶd ǁhere to staŶd safely. DuriŶg the day-loŶg 
fesiǀiies, a Miǆ-Ŷ-MiŶgle proǀided aŶ opportuŶity to ŵeet ǁith our hippo-
therapy partŶers aŶd staf ǁhile eŶgagiŶg iŶ Đrat aĐiǀiies aŶd pariĐipaiŶg 
iŶ ĐarŶiǀal-theŵed gaŵes. AloŶg ǁith our staf aŶd ďoard ŵeŵďers, Ϯϱ ǀol-
uŶteers helped ŵake the day happeŶ. ChuĐk DeisďeĐk, CEO, South Slope, our 
preŵiere spoŶsor, ǁas oŶ haŶd ǁith his faŵily to pitĐh iŶ, aŶd loĐal ďasket-
ďall star MegaŶ GustafsoŶ ďeĐaŵe our tallest side-ǁalker eǀer! AŵoŶg our 
other spoŶsors ǁere UŶiǀersity of Ioǁa Credit UŶioŶ, Witǁer, ChildSerǀ, Hills 
BaŶk, aŶd Blooŵsďury Farŵ.  



ThaŶks to ouƌ SpƌiŶg 
FliŶg EǀeŶt SpoŶsoƌ 
– UŶiǀeƌsitǇ of Ioǁa 
CoŵŵuŶitǇ Cƌedit 
UŶioŶ. If Ǉou oƌ Ǉouƌ 
oƌgaŶizaioŶ is iŶteƌ-
ested iŶ spoŶsoƌiŶg 
oŶe of ouƌ upĐoŵiŶg 
eǀeŶts, please eŵail 
us at ŵiƌaĐlesiŶŵo-
ioŶ@gŵail.Đoŵ. 

A great ŵatch!  

She is alŵost ϯ, he is aƌouŶd ϰϬ, aŶd theiƌ iƌst ƌide at Miƌ-
aĐles had the teaŵ eŶĐhaŶted. 

It seeŵed iiŶg that a HippotheƌapǇ studeŶt ǁho had 
Ŷeǀeƌ ďeeŶ oŶ a hoƌse ďefoƌe, ǁould ďe ƌidiŶg Jaspeƌ, ouƌ 
oldest theƌapǇ hoƌse foƌ theiƌ sessioŶ. We Ŷeeded to use 
ďolsteƌs to help heƌ sit upƌight oŶ the hoƌse aŶd ouƌ sŵall-
est helŵet seeŵed ǀeƌǇ laƌge oŶ heƌ. She ǁas Ƌuiet 
thƌough the iƌst half of the sessioŶ – I doŶ’t kŶoǁ if she 
doesŶ’t talk oƌ ǁas just iŶ aǁe of the situaioŶ. But theŶ 
Jaspeƌ sŶoƌted. Theƌe ǁas a ďit of a giggle. TheŶ he kept 
sŶoƌiŶg aŶd sŶoƌiŶg; the giggle tuƌŶed to a full, ŵelodiĐ 
laugh. So ĐoŶtagious all of the teaŵ ǁeƌe laughiŶg ǁith 
heƌ. To ŵe it ǁas the souŶd of puƌe joǇ.  Just oŶe ŵoƌe 
ƌeasoŶ I aŵ glad to haǀe MiƌaĐles iŶ ŵǇ life!  Lois Jaŵes 

IŶ Apƌil, MiƌaĐles iŶ MoioŶ had the pleasuƌe of hosiŶg tǁo ield tƌips: The Good Eaƌth Natuƌe-Based EduĐaioŶ CeŶteƌ 
;SoloŶ, IoǁaͿ aŶd Pƌaiƌie Hill EleŵeŶtaƌǇ ;Cedaƌ Rapids, IoǁaͿ. The Good Eaƌth ďƌought 8 studeŶts, oŶe teaĐheƌ, oŶe 
ǀoluŶteeƌ, aŶd tǁo paƌeŶts. While studeŶts fƌoŵ Mƌs. RaiƌdeŶ aŶd Mƌs. OlsoŶ's ƌooŵs totaled ϭϱ studeŶts, Ϯ teaĐheƌs, 
8 paƌas, aŶd Ϯ paƌeŶts.  
 

The tǇpiĐal ield tƌip ƌuŶs appƌoǆiŵatelǇ Ϯ ϭ/Ϯ houƌs ǁhiĐh iŶĐludes a saĐk luŶĐh ;pƌoǀided ďǇ studeŶt ateŶdiŶg ield 
tƌipͿ. Ouƌ ĐuƌƌiĐuluŵ, as deeŵed age appƌopƌiate, foƌ ield tƌips iŶĐlude:  

Hoǁ to ďe safe aƌouŶd hoƌses. 
Hoƌse ďehaǀioƌ aŶd aŶatoŵǇ. 
Hoƌse ďƌeeds aŶd Đoloƌs. 
Hoƌse keepiŶg - diet, health, Đaƌe, etĐ. 
HaŶds oŶ gƌooŵiŶg staioŶ 

Hoƌse theŵed gaŵes aŶd eǆploƌaioŶ iŶside the seŶsoƌǇ tƌail 
AĐĐess to the piĐŶiĐ aƌea aŶd seŶsoƌǇ tƌail. 

If Ǉou aƌe iŶteƌested iŶ sĐheduliŶg a ield tƌip please eŵail us at ŵiƌaĐlesiŶŵoioŶ@gŵail.Đoŵ  

Miracles hosts two ield trips iŶ April 

mailto:miraclesinmotion@gmail.com


Three work teaŵs help Miracles oŶ UŶited 
Way’s Day of CariŶg  
Teaŵs froŵ DesiŶaioŶs UŶliŵited, Cedar Rapids CoŵŵuŶity 
SĐhool DistriĐt aŶd FolieŶĐe shoǁed up at MiraĐles May ϭϬth 
ready to ǁork! Our gardeŶs ǁere ǁeeded, plaŶts added 
;doŶated froŵ ǀoluŶteer, NaŶĐy FisherͿ aŶd ŵulĐhed, the are-
Ŷa poǁer-ǁashed aŶd paiŶted, aŶd feŶĐe liŶes aŶd the SeŶso-
ry Trail raked, triŵŵed aŶd ǁeeded! It ǁas a ďeauiful day 
ŵade ŵore ďeauiful ďy the giǀiŶg ďaĐk of these hard-ǁorkiŶg 
ǀoluŶteers! SeǀeŶ MiraĐles ďoard ŵeŵďers ǁere oŶ haŶd to 
ǁork aloŶg side the Day of CariŶg ǀoluŶteers. ThaŶks to all 
ǀoluŶteers, ďoard ŵeŵďers aŶd staf that ŵade the day suĐh 
a suĐĐess! 

ThaŶks to Leash oŶ Life for spoŶsoriŶg 
our Ŷeǁsleter. You ĐaŶ ǀisit theŵ oŶ 
their ǁeďsite at ǁǁǁ.leashoŶlife.Ŷet   

http://www.leashonlife.net
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Spring has simply burst onto the scene at Miracles with new growth, a flurry of activity, and horses (and people) practi-
cally frolicking in the fields!  
 

Amy and Mary spearheaded Spring Fling and with their usual incredible creativity, rounding up volunteers to staff activi-
ties and give potential new students an opportunity to “Try a Ride”. Painted faces and a carnival-like atmosphere made 
for a great day of fun, food, and getting a taste of life at Miracles. 
 

The fish in the tank on the Sensory Trail woke up to be fed. The Miraculous Herd began casting off their winter coats to 
reveal their beautiful, sleek and muscular bodies. Classes fired up and our 76 acres of rich and rolling land is in its glory! 
 

Whether horses are hanging out in their new loafing shed or rolling in the mud right after a vigorous grooming session 
(aargh!), they know the season has begun in earnest. Even the minis, Little Guy and Mr. Sea, are rearing up at each 
other like stallions and chasing around  with mad purpose.  
 

Our pest control department, Ace and Todd, have been busy prowling the perimeters of the property and letting us know 
they DO NOT APPRECIATE sharing their kibble with pushy-and kind of overwhelming-raccoons. They successfully de-
manded the immediate removal of the racoon family to their own domain and OFF THEIR PROPERTY! 
 

The whole place has been spruced up and given a facelift, thanks to three groups from local corporations who joined 
Miracles’ staff, board and volunteers on the annual Day of Caring for a long, but very successful day of weeding, trim-
ming, fixing, clearing, painting and planting. And, for students who have ridden through the Noodle Forest, we now have 
a dense jungle of new noodles! 
 

Volunteer teams are working like pit crews, instructors are teaching Therapeutic Riding right and left plus assisting Ther-
apists in Hippo classes, and Miracles Veteran Equine Corps (MVECS) classes are rolling along-it’s all happening out at 
Miracles in Motion as we complete our first round of classes and prepare for the Summer I Session full-steam ahead! 
We NEVER thought spring would come, but it finally did. 
 

Karla S. Miller        Send comments or ideas for the newsletter to: 
Acting Executive Director      Lois James 

Miracles in Motion       loisjames@gmail.com 

2049 120th Street NW 

Swisher, IA 52338 


